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Art Criticism: Veiled Entry 

Watercolor on 300 lb Cold Press, 15×11 | Volterra, Italy — Rick Spates 

 

Composition & Structure 

Spates constructs a masterful tension between enclosure and invitation. The warm 

wooden door — our psychological destination — is simultaneously revealed and 

withheld by the skeletal wisteria that weaves across the picture plane like calligraphy. 

This veiling is not accidental; it is the painting's central argument. The viewer is drawn 

forward yet gently obstructed, mirroring the experience of discovering a doorway in an 

ancient Etruscan hill town where history itself feels like a veil. 

The brick wall at left acts as a grounding vertical anchor, its earthy terracotta preventing 

the composition from floating entirely into the luminous yellow facade. The potted 

plants clustered at the door's base provide a human, domestic warmth — evidence of a 

life actively tended behind that threshold. 

 

Color & Light 

The palette is the painting's great triumph. Spates has chosen a warm cadmium yellow 

for the stucco facade that radiates Mediterranean sunlight with almost physical heat. 

Against this, the cast shadows of the wisteria branches fall in a rich, confident cerulean 

and Prussian blue — a bold interpretive choice that elevates the work well beyond 

photographic documentation. These blue shadows feel emotionally true even as they are 

coloristically daring. 

The cold press texture breathes beautifully through the grey pavement in the 

foreground, where granulation and pigment bloom create an almost accidental poetry — 

among the most technically confident passages in the piece. 

 



Handling of the Medium 

The 300 lb cold press was an astute choice. The heavier stock allows the branching 

network of wisteria to be rendered with repeated wet passages without buckling, and the 

tooth of cold press gives the foliage its tactile, mossy character. The branch work itself 

reveals a steady, decisive hand — these are not timid strokes. The white of the branches, 

almost certainly achieved through careful masking or reserve, creates a ghostly 

luminosity against both the yellow wall and the blue shadow. 

The door, painted in warm transparent browns, shows layered glazing that suggests 

solid wood grain and aged patina — a nice material contrast to the airy, linear branch 

work surrounding it. 

 

Narrative & Sense of Place 

What distinguishes Veiled Entry from mere architectural study is its atmosphere of 

mystery and memory. Volterra is one of Italy's oldest continuously inhabited cities, and 

Spates captures something of its layered, secretive character. We do not know who lives 

behind this door. We are not entirely sure we are welcome. The wisteria — dormant, 

budding only tentatively with small yellow-green leaves — suggests a season of 

transition, a between-time that feels metaphorically rich. 

The house number, barely legible, and the worn terracotta pots speak of ordinary life 

persisting within extraordinary surroundings. This is the quiet humanist intelligence of 

the painting: Veiled Entry is not a postcard. It is a meditation. 

 

Summary 

Rick Spates demonstrates considerable technical command and, more importantly, 

genuine interpretive vision. The decision to push those shadows into vivid blue rather 

than neutral grey transforms a lovely scene into a memorable painting. Veiled Entry 

succeeds because it is honest about what watercolor does best — light, atmosphere, and 

the beautiful accidents of water and pigment — while never surrendering compositional 

control. It is the work of an artist who has looked long and hard at his subject, and 

longer still at the medium itself. 
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